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Moltke as to the extent of his confidence iji the state of
our preparations, especially as to the time they would still
require in order to meet this sudden risk of war. He
answered that if there was to be war he expected no
advantage to us by deferring its outbreak; and even if we
should not be strong enough at first to protect all the ter-
ritories on the left bank of the Rhine against French inva-
sion, our preparations would nevertheless soon overtake
those of the French, while at a later period this advantage
would be diminished; he regarded a rapid outbreak as, on
the whole, more favourable to us than delay.

In view of the attitude of France, our national sense
of honour compelled us, in my opinion, to go to war; and
if we did not act according to the demands of this feeling,
we should lose, when on the way to its completion, the
entire impetus towards our national development won in
1866, while the German national feeling south of the
Main, aroused by our military successes in 1866, and
shown by the readiness of the southern states to enter the
alliances, would have to grow cold again. The German
feeling, which in the southern states lived long with the
individual and dynastic state feeling, had, up to 1866,
silenced its political conscience to a certain degree with
the fiction of a collective Germany under the leadership of
Austria, partly from South German preference for the old
imperial state, partly in the belief of her military superi-
ority to Prussia. After events had shown the incorrect-
ness of that calculation, the very helplessness in which the
South German states had beep left by Austria at the con-
clusion of peace was a motive for the political Damascus
that lay between Varnbiiler's ' Vae victis' and the willing

conclusion of the offensive and defensive alliance with
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